[Partial instead of complete splenectomy in children for the pathological staging of Hodgkin disease].
Evaluation of partial splenectomy in children for pathological staging of Hodgkin's disease. Prospective clinical study. University Hospital Groningen. From 1982 to 1988, 12 children with Hodgkin's disease underwent partial splenectomy during laparotomy for pathological staging. A follow-up of these children was conducted up for a median of 6 years (range 4-10) postoperatively. The median hospital stay after the laparotomy was 7 days. There was no postoperative mortality; one patient needed a relaparotomy. During a median follow-up of 6 years, one patient died of secondary leukaemia. All the other children were well. None of the patients developed sepsis and no Howell-Jolly bodies could be found in their blood. Partial splenectomy for pathological staging of Hodgkin's disease is a safe procedure which causes hardly any underestimation of the stage of the disease and which ensures adequate spleen function, depending on the treatment used for Hodgkin's disease.